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tent one morning and told the general that'hehad
come through with $20,000 in his pocket, at the im-
minent risk of losing it.

" You are a brave man," said General Mitchel,
" and I will give you every facility in my power for
the purchase of cotton, and to transport it north after
the purchase."

There was railroad transportation  all the TOJ to
Louisville, except a distance of twenty or twenty-five
miles.    Over this gap wagons were hauling" supplies
for Mi tehees army, coming south loaded, and return.
ing empty.    General Mifcchel gave directions to his
quartermaster to transport cotton for buyers over this
gap, over which they would otherwise pass empty,
charging for the government a fair price.    Then Ms
quartermaster  sold   the cotton  used  by the enemy
in   the fortifications   at   Decator and  afterwards by
Mitchel for his cotton bridge, realizing1 some $18,000,
Thus   he "went on running his railroad without fear
of being hampered for funds.    The party of buyers
\rhom he had induced to come from New York ar-
rived too late to take advantage of the inducements
lie had offered them.    Each  step had been reported
to the Secretary of War, or to the Secretary of the
Treasury* before taken, and had been approved.

Had General Mitchel had more worldly wisdom, lie
would have abstained from   having anything to do
witli the sale or transportation of cotton.    It is suf-
ficiently difficult for men  in prominent places to pre-
vent malicioos attack, even by observing the greatest
prudence.     General Mitchel  relied upon the purity
of Ms intentions, and upon reporting beforehand all
he proposed  to do to the Secretary of War and the
Secretary of the Treasury.     Bat in his desire to ac-a splendid bouquet
